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Pindar’s Peaceful Rapes

Pindar’s Piety:
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aépdera Aédoyyev Oopve kakaydpovg.t
(Olympian 1.35-53)

Pelops and Poseidon:

...Adumel 6¢ ol Khéog
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ayayov...
(Olympian 1.23-46)

2b) ¢ pev sine: ‘@i ddpa Kvrpiag &y’ i 11, [Tooeidaov, &g yapv

TéAletat.’
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£0mKev diQpov TE YpOGeOV TTEPOIGTV T° dxdpavtag inmovg.
(Olympian 1.75-87)

1 Text and translation are from Race’s 1997 Loeb edition.

It is proper for a man to speak well of the gods, for less is the blame.
Son of Tantalos, of you I shall speak contrary to my predecessors...

But for my part, | cannot call any of the blessed gods a glutton—I
stand back:
impoverishment is often the lot of slanderers.

“...fame shines for him

In the colony of brave men founded by Lydian Pelops,
With whom mighty Earthholder Poseidon

fell in love...

...when your father invited the gods

to his most orderly feast and to his friendly Sipylos,

giving them a banquet in return for theirs,

then it was that the Lord of the Splendid Trident seized you,

his mind overcome with desire, and with golden steeds
conveyed you to the highest home of widely-honored Zeus

But you disappeared, and despite much searching no men returned you
to your mother...

“He said to him, “If the loving gifts of Kypris count at all for gratitude,
Poseidon, come!”

;i;hus he spoke, and wielded no unfulfilled
words. The god honored him
with the gift of a golden chariot and winged horses that never tire.”



3) Evadne and Apollo:
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(Olympian 6.35-47)

4) Protogeneia and Zeus:

nptv OAOUTIOG Gyepmv
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(Olympian 9.57-66)

5) Apollo and Cyrene:
Tav 0 youtdelg dvepoopopaywv &k [aiiov kKOAT®V ToTE AdToidog
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(Pythian 9.5-9)

“[Evadne] was brought up there and in submission to Apollo first
experienced sweet Aphrodite.

She could not conceal from Aipytos forever that she was hiding the god’s
offspring.

But he went to Pytho, suppressing the unspeakable anger in his heart
with a stern discipline,

to obtain an oracle concerning that unbearable calamity.

She, though, laid down her crimson girdle

and silver pitcher under a dark thicket and began to bear

a divinely-inspired boy. To aid her, the golden-haired

god sent gentle-counseling Eleithuia and the Fates,

and from her womb amid the welcome birth pains lamos

came immediately into the light. In her distress

she left him on the ground,

but two gray-eyed serpents tended him through the gods’ designs and
nourished him with the blameless venom of bees.”

“Until the ruler of Olympos

carried off the daughter of Opous from the land of the Epeians and quietly

lay with her in the Mainalian glens, and brought her

to Lokros, lest time destroy him and impose a destiny
with no children. But his spouse was bearing the greatest
seed, and the hero rejoiced to see his adopted son;

and he became a man beyond description for his beauty
and deeds....”

“Her [Cyrene] the long-haired son of Leto once seized from the
wind-echoing folds of Pelion

and brought the virgin huntress in his golden

chariot to a place where he made her mistress

of a land rich in flocks and abounding in fruit,

to inhabit the lovely and flourishing root of the third continent.



5b) vmédekto &’ apyvpomel’ Appodita
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(Pythian 9.9-13)
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(Pythian 9.36-37)

5d) &g dp’ eincdv Evivey TEPTVAY YAUOV KPAIVELY TELEVTAV.
(Pythian 9.66)

6) Coronis and Apollo:
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16&0101y U1 ApTépudog

€lg Ada 60pov &v Badduw katéPa,téyvorlg ATOAA®MVOC.
¥0A0G &° 00K AAiblog

yivetat maidwv Adc. & 6’ droplavpifored viv

apmioxkiowor @Pevav, airov aivinoey yapov
Kpopoav matpoc,

npocbev dkepoekopq ydeica Doifo,

Kol pépotso orépLo 0e0d kabapov.
(Pythian 3.9-15)
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(Pythian 3.27-33)
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Silver-footed Aphrodite welcomed

Her Delian-born guest

as she laid a gentle hand on his divinely wrought chariot,

and shed loving reverence over their sweet acts of love,

joining together in a marriage of mutual consent the god and the
daughter of mighty Hypseus.”

Apollo: “Is it right to lay my famous hand upon her
And indeed to reap the honey-sweet flower from the bed of love?”

“Thus he [Chiron] spoke and encouraged him to consummate
the sweet fulfillment of marriage.”

“Before she [Coronis] could bring him [Asclepius] to term with the
help of Eleithuia, goddess of childbirth, she was overcome

by the golden arrows of Artemis

in her chamber and went down to the house of Hades through
Apollo’s designs. The anger of Zeus’ children

is no vain thing. Yet she made light of it

in the folly of her mind and unknown to her father consented to

another marriage
although she had previously lain with long-haired Phoebus,

and was carrying the god’s pure seed.

“But she did not elude the watching god, for although he was in
flock-receiving Pytho as lord of his temple,
Loxias perceived it, convinced by the surest confidant,
his all-knowing mind. He does not deal in falsehoods,
and neither god
nor mortal deceives him by deeds or designs.
And at this time, when he knew of her sleeping with the stranger
Ischys, son of Elatos, and her impious deceit, he sent his sister
raging with irresistible force...
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7) Summary:

Poem Victim Assailant Word(s) of Rape Word(s) of Mitigation
0Ol 1 Pelops Poseidon | apmdoon (40) Dl ddpa Kumpiag (70) ; xapw (71)
0l.6 Evadne Apollo o’ AmoAhovt (35); kviCopéva (44) | ylokeiag Agpoditag (35); ddivoc épatdg (43)
0l.9 Protogeneia | Zeus avapraoog (58) gkarog (58); edepavon (62)
Pyth.9 | Cyrene Apollo Gprace (6); yépa mpooeveykelv (36) | yAvkepaig evvaic (12); Euvov yapov (13); tepmvay yapov tedentdy (66)
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